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THERE WERE PRESENT AT THAT SEASON SOME, THAT 
TOLD HIM OF THE GALILEANS, WHOSE BLOOD pI“E 
' LATE HAD MINGLED WITH THEIR SACRIFICES. AND 
JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO THEM; SUPPOSE YE, 
THAT THESE GALILEANS WERE SINNERS ABOVE ALL 
THE GALILEANS, BECAUSE THEY SUFFERED SUCH 
THINGS? I TELL YOU, NAY: BUT EXCEPT YE RE- 
— PENT, YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH. HM. 


+JVHIS tragical event was related to Jeſus as he was teaching the 
| a people at Jeruſalem. The perſons who relate it ſeem to have 
been poſſeſſed with the opinion, that this terrible deſtruction was a 
manifeſt inſtance of Divine Judgement executed upon theſe Galileans 
for their enormous wickedneſs ; which probably they were the more 
ready to entertain, as the Jews of Jeruſalem generally deſpiſed and 
hated the Galileans, malevolence being apt to have a great influ- 
ence in ſuch concluſions : and they ſeem to relate it to him, out of 
an ill-natured curioſity of hearing his remarks upon it, and in expec- 
tation of having their ſentiments confirmed by him; ſuppoſing, that 
he would enlarge upon the crimes of thoſe miſerable men, and diſ- 
play the juſtice and the terror of God's vengeance exemplified in their 
deſtruction. Inſtead of this, our Saviour, who took every opportu- 

- nity of inſtructing and admaniſhing his hearers, corrects their un- 
charitable and miſtaken notions, and warns them, inſtead of being 
buſied in judging others, to judge themſelves, and reflect upon their 

5 own ſins; their own fins in particular, and the accumulated guilt of 
3 1 | their 


AX 
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their nation; and to make the proper uſe of the chaſtiſements, which 


God inflicted upon others, while he ſpared them no leſs deſerving 
puniſhment, as an argument for amendment and reformation, that 


they might avert. God's wrath . by. repentance. **,Suppoſe ye, that 


« theſe Galileans were ſinners above all the Galileans, becauſe they 


„ ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you, Nay : but except ye os ye : 
12 e all likewiſe es "O33 


Let us conſider Gone of the reaſons, upon which 1 we may pre- 


ſume this determination of our Bleſſed Saviour to be founded; That 
we are not warranted to infer from great and ſignal calamities any 


great and uncommon wickedneſs: in the ſufferers. 


It is not to be denied, that God hath ſometimes, and upon extra- 
ordinary occaſions, puniſhed notorious offenders in ſuch a remark- 
able manner, as left little room to doubt, that their deſtruction was 
his immediate work. But examples of this ſort, taken from the 
hiſtory of the Iſraelites, which abounds with them, are not to be 


applied to the preſent purpoſe, nor do they properly belong to this 


queſtion. Beſide his univerſal character of Creator and Lord, God 
bore to them a peculiar relation by the particular covenant which he 
had entered into with them. He had choſen them as his own nation, 
his peculiar people, his temporal ſubjects: he became their King and 
Governor: he reſided among them viſibly: he ruled them in per- 


ſon, in their public and national capacity, according to the law 
which he had given them; which, being enforced by the ſanc- 
tions of temporal life aud death, could not in all caſes be put in exe- 
cution, but by the infliction of temporal judgements from the hand 


of God their ſupreme Governor. However, even under this extra- 
ordinary diſpenſation, in reſpect of private perſons, the interpoſition 


of the hand of God was not commonly obſervable; and though na- 
tional 


1% 


tional proſperity and adverſity was . proportionable to national 
obedience and diſobedience to God's laws; yet Solomon remarked 
in his time, of the general courſe of Providence ref] pecting indivi- 
duals, that all things came alike to all; that there was one event 
to the righteous, and to the wicked; and that no man knew 
+ either love or hatred,” whether he himſelf, or any other perſon, 
was in the favour or under the VA of God, by all that was 
before him *.“ 


In regard alſo to the common courſe of things wache God's uni- 


verſal providence, conſider, I beſeech you, the ſtate of paſt or of 
preſent times: have thoſe, who have been moſt remarkably ſucceſſ⸗ 
ful, who have had the greateſt ſhare of power and riches and other 
advantages, been as remarkably conſpicuous for their piety and vir- 
tue? Is the exact obſervance of all the rules of morality, and all the 
duties of religion, a ſure and infallible method of riſin g and proſper- 
ing in the world, or even of avoiding want, and diſtreſs, and mi- 
| ſery? So far from it, that the afflictions of the righteous, and the 
proſperity of the wicked, have been matter of complaint and offence 
in every age, and have tempted weak minds to doubt of a ſuperin- 
tending Providence. General experience therefore teaches us, that 
as remarkable ſucceſs in the world is no proof of ſuperior virtue, ſo 
Bet misfortunes are no argument of uncommon quilt. 


Further, this ſuppoſition of deppen judgements, Rad bend exe- 
cuted upon private perſons, is not agreeable to the known ou of 
Providence, nor even conſiſtent with it. | 


If the good things of this life were propoſed to us as the proper re- 


wards of virtue; and want, pain, and miſery, were threatened as 
the juſt puniſhments of vice ; then might we affirm, that the emi- 
nently wretched were thus viſited in conſequence of ſome great and 


* Ecclel. ix, 1, 2. 


B enormous 
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enormous crime. But this is not the caſe: our life here is a ſtate of 
probation, and this world only a paſſage to eternity; and God places 
us here to try us, and to exerciſe us; to give us the opportunity 
and the means-of { preparing ourſelves for an endleſs life, and of ob- 
"taining in it a ſtate of happineſs, and eſeaping a ſtate of miſery, in- 
finitely exceeding all the pleaſures and pains of this world. Wealth, 
«greatneſs, honours, pleaſures, are ſo far 'from being propoſed a8 
the rewards of righteouſneſs, that they are repreſented as tempta- 
tions and ſnares the moſt dangerous to virtue: and the diſtrefles and 
afflictions of this life are fo far from being deſcribed, as marks of 
God's diſpleaſure, and ſigns of wrath in all caſes, that we are bid to 
look upon them as matter of joy, and as in the end conducive to 
our greateſt happineſs. Our Bleſſed Saviour pronounceth ** Wo to 
the rich and the luxurious; to the poor, to the hungry, to the 
"<< afflicted, to the perſecuted, Bleſſing. We are directed to have ref- 
pect in all our actions to the rewards and puniſhments of another 
life; and in this life to look upon thoſe things only as really good or 
evil, which promote or hinder the work of our eternal falvation. 

: © Beſides, were theſe the proper rewards of virtue and puniſhments. 
of vice, how could they be applied and adminiſtered conſiſtently with 
the preſent order and conſtitution of things eſtabliſhed by the will 

of God? We are here all of us knit together in the bands of ſociety; 
no man ſtands fingle and alone; our fortunes and intereſts, our 
: happineſſes and miſeries, are linked together; and what greatly con- 
cerns one muſt in ſome degree affect a multitude. It often hap- 
pens, that the proſperity, the welfare, the ſubſiſtence, of many de- 
pend upon one: if this one be a proper object of the wrath of God, 
ſhall the Whole innocent family, ſhall his blameleſs wife and chil- 
dren, ſhall his relations and dependents, however juſt and pious, 
09 
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be involved in his ruin, and ſhare the puniſhment of his guilt? Or 
ſhall the right-aiming thunderbolts, when they go abroad, pick and 
ſort out the righteous from among the wicked, and {et the latter 
apart for deſtruction? Shall the earthquake, commiſſoned to ſwal- 
low vp. ſome bigh-viced city, have particular orders to ſpare the 
dwellings of the ten righteous that are in it? Shall the deſtroying 
angel be commanded to paſs over the door of the good man; nor the 
peſtilence be ſuffered to breathe upon him, nor famine, .nor fire, nor 
ſword to aſſail him, while a thouſand ! fall beſide him, and ten thou- 
ſand at his right hand ? This, you, may fay, 1s poſſible with God. 
True : but it is not agreeable to the eſtabliſhed courſe of Providence. 

God acts ordinarily by natural cauſes, and not by miracles. Our 
Saviour has ſtated this caſe in the moſt clear and convincing manner, 
and has told us, how all theſe things will be finally adjuſted, and the 
proper ſeparation made with unerring rectitude, in his excellent pa- 
rable of the tares. A man ſowed good ſeed in his field: but when 
* the wheat ſprung up, there appeared tares among it: and the ſer- 
« yants of the houſholder ſaid unto him, Wilt thou, that we go and 

gather up the tares ? But he ſaid, Nay; leſt while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up alſo the wheat with them. Let them both 
„grow together until the harveſt: and in the time of harveſt I 
„will ſay to the reapers, Gather ye together firſt the tares, and bind 


« them in bundles to burn them ; but gather the wheat into my 
cc barn * 75 


Laſtly, the ſeveral ads and Agne of God's viſting men with 
afflictions are very different from what this opinion ſuppoſes. 

Human miſery is indeed the conſequence of fin; and moral evil 
is the original cauſe of natural evil in this world. But as this preſent | 
Nate is a ſtate of trial, not of retribution, there is no neceſſity that na- 


* Matt. xiii. 24— zo. 


r 


tidal evil mould be Weed in exatt vrophitibg © to moral: it is 
enough, that this will be finally adjuſted with the exacteſt equity 
at the great day of judgement. In the mean time God adminiſters 


and diſpenſes the ſeveral evils of this life by different meaſures, and 


in various ways, as beſt may anſwer his wiſe, his righteous, his 
good and merciful deſigns : to humble us; to check our pride and 


| ſufficiency to awaken us out of a ſtate of careleſſneſs and inconſi- 


deration; to bring us to repentance; to wean our hearts from an im- 
moderate fondneſs of the pleaſures of the world, and its uncertain 
and tranſitory enjoyments; to try, to improve, and to perfect our 
virtues; and to make ſome choſen perſons eminent and edifying ex- 


amples of conſtancy and reſignation to the reſt of mankind. 


But granting, that great afflictions are chaſtiſements of ſin; yet 
ought we not to conclude from thence, that the unhappy ſufferers 
are more wicked than others: or that we, who eſcape, are more righ- 


teous than they. We all deſerve puniſhment; ; and God as a tender 


father may correct them, and warn us. As a warning, the ſufferings 
of the eminently righteous might have a better effect, than the pu- 


niſhment of the notoriouſly wicked: in the latter cafe, our con- 


ſcience might aſſure us, or we might flatter ourſelves, that we were 
not like them; but in the former, we could not but aſk ourſelves, 


« if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and 
« the ſinner appear; and if judgement begin at the houſe of God, 

« what ſhall be the end of thoſe who obey not the Goſpel ?” If 
God ſhould be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, who may abide 


it? He may in juſtice and in mercy puniſh his moſt faithful ſer- 
vants; if with ſeverity, yet not beyond their deſerts: while he 
} witholds his hand from others more deſerving of puniſhment; and 
| tries, if by ſuch warnings, if by ee and dne ban, if by 


the 
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the- riches of his goodneſs, he may lead them to repentance, Upon 
the whole then, we have no reaſon to conclude of thoſe, who are 
oppreſſed with great calamities, that they are fingers above all 
2 8 becauſe 51 ſuffer ſuch * 


But chough our Bleſſed Saviour A e of a bids: 
this preſumptuous practice of interpreting God's viſitation of par- 
ticular perſons, and uncharitably inferring from ſignal calamities 
great wickedneſs in the ſufferers; yet at the ſame time he threatens 
the whole Nation with temporal judgements of the like kind; unleſs 
they ſhould avert God's wrath by repentance: I tell you, Nay, they 
are not. greater ſinners than others; but except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all, the whole Nation of you, for your general depravity, for your 
manifold crimes and provocations, for your contempt of the forbear- 
ance and long- ſuffering of God, ye ſhall all periſh in like manner; 3 
and your deſtruction ſhall be fo ſignally marked with the hand of 
God, that all men ſhall ſee, that. it is. his work, and that the Lord 
| himſelf hath done it.” All this, as the event ſhewed, was 5 implied 
in our Bleſſed Saviour's admonition to the Jews. 
„The moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of men; he giveth 
eit to whomſoever he will; he putteth down one, and ſetteth 
up another; he increaſeth the nations, and deſtroyeth them; he 
« enlargeth the nations, and ſtraiteneth them again.“ On the 
grounds of reaſon and experience, and from our notions of the 
wiſdom and juſtice of God, we may be allowed to obſerve a more 
equal providence diſpenſed in the fates of kingdoms, than in the 
affairs of individuals. - The caſes are widely different; and the ſame 
| reaſons, motives, and ends, do not hold in both. Kingdoms and 
nations, as ſuch, are beings of the preſent- world, and they are 
obnoxious to the judgements of God in this life only: therefore 
OT” + 550 
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the counſels of God with degesd to chem may be dee by other 
rules; and We are warranted te eſtimate their ptoſperity and 


adverſity by menſures Gifferett from "thoſe, by which we ought 


to judge of the merits and demerits df private perſoms.. The 


language of Scripture is in this reſpect agreeable to the univerſal 
teſtimony of Hiſtory; 0 That righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but 


wickedneſs | is not only a repreach, but in the end fure deſtruction 
to any people. It hath pleaſed God ſd to conſtitute the nature and 
order of things, that the one follows the other by certain conſe- 
quence; ; as well as ſometimes alſo by his peculiar decree. | 


The Scripture gives us many inſtances of the extraordinary it ititerpo- 


fition of God in ſome remarkable caſes. Thus he deſtroyed the old 


world with a flood, becauſe it was full of violence, and all fleſh had 
corrupted his way. upon the earth. Thus likewiſe he overthrew in 
his juſt wrath the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, becauſe their 
ſin was very grievous. As ſoon as the iniquity of the Amorites was 
full *, the Iſraelites received a divine commiſſion to deſtroy them. 
And Moſes ſpeaks the common ſentiments of mankind, when he 
tells the Iſr aelites, what bath been fully juſtified 1 in the event, 
« that when the ſtranger, that mall come from a far country, ſhall ſee 
the plagues of their land like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah; even all the nations that ſhall ſee 3 Its ſhall ſay, Wherefore hath 
the Lord done thus unto this land? then men ſhall ſay, Becauſe mey 
had forſaken the covenant of the Lord their God.“ + | 
Agreeable to this was our Saviour's admonition to the Jews 3 in the 
text; Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” It was a cha- 
ritable and gracious warning, and at the ſame time a prophetic denun- 
ciation of the juſt vengeance of God hanging over them. In a few years 


| * Gen. AV. : 16, a : | F Deut. xXix. 2 2—26. 
8 afterwards, 


he limits a time in his own ſecret counſels for the extenſion of his- 
patience and long-ſuffering ; he gives the objects 
ficient warnings to awaken them from their inconſiderate progreſs in 
wickedneſs, that they may appeaſe his anger by repentance :* of old 
he did it by his ſpecial meſſengers the Prophets; he doth it now by. 


vealed word, the ſtanding declaration of his will. Thus he did in 
the days of Noah, who was then the preacher of righteouſneſs, the 
meſſenger of God's threatened vengeance to a ſinful world, in order 
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„man; yet his days,” the ſpace allowed him for repentance, ſhall 


15 1 


afterwards; theo their 1 impenitence, they ſuffered. more FO hes 
Galileans, or than thoſe on whom the tower of Siloam fell, had 


they were ſacrificing, but the greateſt part of the inhabitants of 
Judea, gathered together to celebrate the Paſſover, were ſhut up in 


Jeruſalem by the Roman armies, and devoted to deſtruction: not 


only was their blood mingled with their {acrifices, but to the rage 


of the ſword were added all the horrors of peſtilence and famine: it 
Was not only one tower that fell upon a few men, and ſlew them, 
but almoſt the whole nation was buried under the ruins of their- 


walls, their city, and their temple; above a million of ſouls periſhed, 
and chere v Was $ not one ſtone left upon another * was not thrown. 


down: 


Now, what our Lord faid unto . he ſaith to every exceed- 


ingly wicked and ungodly nation; Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 


likewiſe periſh.” The method of God's acting in theſe caſes, as 
far as we can infer it from the Holy Scriptures, ſeems to be this: 


of his wrath ſuf-- 


various remarkable diſpenſations of his providenee, and by his re- 


to reelaim them : * My Spirit, faith God, ſhall not alway ſtrive with 


be a hundred and twenty years . Yet forty days, and Niniveh. 


I 


* Gen. vi. 3, compare. 1. Pet. iii. 19, 20. 
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* * ſhall be overthrown,” ſald the Prophet Jonah by the ſpecial eom- 
and of God. And God ſaw the' works of the people of Niniveh, 
*. that they turned from their evil way, and God repented him of | 


"66 the evil that he ſaid he would do unto them; and he did it 

40 not” +, What time God hath' determined upon this ſinful natior 
Is ſealed up among his hidden decrees: Let us confider, whether 
we are not approaching faſt to the utmoſt term of his forbearance. 


Let us reflect upon the various warnings, which he hath given us 


from time to time in his paſt dealings with us; and which we have 
as little regarded, as the voice of his bleſſed Son, and of ove holy 


| Apoſtles, perpetually calling us to repentanſdeeQ. 


While the Divine Judgements ſeem to be hanging mda 


over our heads, let us conſider theſe ways of God; and let us con- 
ſider our own ways. Let us ſeriouſly apply theſe things to our- 


ſelves: let us ſearch our own hearts, and impartially examine 
our ſtate in reſpect of God, both particular and national, while 
the day of ſalvation laſteth, and there is yet room for repen- 
tance. Are we not a nation greatly diſtinguiſhed by various de- 


liverances and ſingular bleſſings, which God hath vouchſafed 
to us? have we ſhewed ourſelves worthy of theſe bleflings ? have 
we not forgotten his mercies, deſpiſed his corrections, neglected 
his warnings, and made an ill uſe of his goodneſs ? have we not 
abuſed wealth and proſperity to luxury and diſſoluteneſs; turned 


civil liberty into licentiouſneſs, and religious liberty into profaneneſs 


and impiety! are we not a people among whom the pureſt reli- 


gion has very little influence; and the beſt laws can hardly be car- 
ried: into execution? teſtifying pan all occaſions an E 4. impatience 


the DOD of f moders policy an the any! of the reſt of the world, is it 
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not 


„ 

not Fre tly weakened and rendered ineffoctual by a each national de- 

pravity, by a decay of public ſpirit, and every virtuous principle? And 
this weakneſs of the Conſtitution do not the enemies of all order make 
2 pretence, and uſe as an occaſion, to endeavour, inſtead of reſtoring, 
totally to ſubvert it? Are there not many, whoſe ſtudy it has long 
been to introduce diſorder and confuſion, to encourage tumults and 
ſeditions; to deſtroy all rule and all authority, by traducing povern- 
ment, deſpiſing dominion, and ſpeaking evil of dignities? by af- 

ſuming viſionary and impracticable principles, as the only true 
foundations of a free government, which tend to raiſe diſcontent in 
the people *. to harden ſome in actual rebellion, and to dif} poſe 
others to follow their example ? ? Is not a true ſenſe of piety : and re- 
gion very much loft among the rich ; and induſtry, probity, and 
ſobriety, as much decayed among the poor? hath not extravagance 
and diffipation taken poſſeſſion of the great, and by the influence of 
their example deſcended far into the lower orders of men? whence 
diſtreſs of families, bankruptcies, frauds, forgeries, robberies, per- 
juries, ſelf-murders, without number and without example? Is not 
the age peculiarly, diſgraced with frequent. adulteries ; and thoſe 
among the higher ranks, of moſt extenſive ſcandal, and moſt 
, pernicious influence; in which one ſex ſeems to have caſt off 
all reſtraint of natural modeſty, and both to have loſt all ſenſe of de- 

cency, faith, dignity, and honour ? With all this load of guilt upon. 

our heads, and the hand of God ſtretched out in vengeance over us; 


* « Ag far as, in any knſtance, the operation of any cauſe comes in to reſtrain the 
« power of Self-government, fo far Slavery is introduced,” Dr. Price, Obſervations on 
Civil Liberty. Sect. JI. The repreſentation muſt be complete. No ſtate, a part of which 
« only is repreſented in the Legiſlature that governs it, is e- governed. Additional 
Obſervations, Sect. I. From which it follows, that a vaſt majority of the people of 
Lngiand, « all that have no vote for Repreſentatives in Parliament, are Slaves. 
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While the Lord: God of Hoſts calls us to weeping, and to mourning, 


„ 


and to baldneſs, and to girding with ſackcloth; what is the demeanor 


of too many among us? Behold joy and gladneſs, mirth and feſtivity, 


eating and drinking ;—let us eat and drink, for to: morrow we die. 
« Shall I not viſit for theſe things? faith the Lord; ſhall not my 
« ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this?“ Surely, be will viſit 


ſuch a ſinful people ;—unleſs they repent, and turn from their evil 


ways. For theſe are the gracious terms, in which every denuncia- 
tion of God's wrath is made: his promiſes and his threatenings are 
always conditional ; and the conditions are theſe, as he hath plainly 
declared them by his Prophet, univerſally, in reſpect to all the nations 


upon earth: At what time I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation to 
build and to plant it; if it do evil in my. ſight, that it obey not 
my voice, then will I repent, of the good, where with I ſaid 1 


“ would benefit them. And at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concern- 
ing a nation to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if 


that nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from their 


& evil, then will I repent | of the evil, which I thought to have done 
« unto, them“. * | 


Let us then ſeriouſly 2 = mongt and religious ſtate of 


this nation; and as it 18 much to be feared, that the moſt e 


able view of it will afford abundant matter for dreadful apprehen- 
ſions; let us humble ourſelves before God, and implore with prayer 
and con feſſion, and above all with earneſt repentance, his compal- 


ſion and forbearance towards us: ( for he is gracious and merciful, 


« flow to anger, and of great kindneſs; and, .if we turn unto him, will 
„ repent him of the evil,” which perhaps he hath already purpoſed to 
bring upon us. On this condition, let us approach the throne of 
grace with humble ers and let us, s.intexpede with intenſe ſup= 
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6 plication 


TT TJ , 
plication in behalf of our country. As individuals, of which this na- 
tion is compoſed, let us impartially confider, what ſhare we our- 
ſelves have in the common guilt. Reformation muſt begin with 
particulars, and the ſeveral members muſt become ſound, before the 
body can be reſtored to health. It is in the power of every one of 
us in ſome degree to contribute to the recovery of the whole, by 
amending a part, by giving one good citizen to the community, 
This if we heartily endeavour, we ſhall certainly ſave our own 


ſwouls in the day of final retribution; we may perhaps ſave both our- 


ſelves and our country from impending wrath and preſent puniſh- 
ment. It may be that God will be gracious unto us: that He, who 
would have ſaved Sodom for the ſake of ten righteous perſons ; and 
« Jeruſalem, for the fake of but one in it, that had executed juſtice, 
and ſought the truth®,” may yet avert the judgements that threaten 
this ſinful nation. And may it pleaſe God by the. influence of his 
Holy Spirit, ſo to move all our hearts, and to open our eyes, that 
« we may know the things that belong to our peace; that we may 
« give glory to the Lord our God,” by confeſſion, repentance, and 
amendment, before he cauſe darkneſs, and, while we look for light, 
" * turn i it into o the ſhadow of death.” | 
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